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the dire evil which had been slumbering for a long time, namely, his
passion for Cleopatra, which men thought had been charmed away and lulled to rest
by better considerations, blazed up again with renewed power as he drew near to
Syria. And finally, like the stubborn and unmanageable beast of the soul, of which
Plato speaks, he spurned away all saving and noble counsels and sent Fonteius
Capito to bring Cleopatra to Syria. 2 And when she was come, he made her a present
of no slight or insignificant addition to her dominions, namely, Phoenicia, Coele
Syria, Cyprus, and a large part of Cilicia; and still further, the balsam-producing part
of Judaea, and all that part of Arabia Nabataea which slopes toward the outer sea.
These gifts particularly annoyed the Romans. And yet he made presents to many
private persons of tetrarchies and realms of great peoples, and he deprived many
monarchs of their kingdoms, as, for instance, Antigonus the Jew, whom he brought
forth and beheaded, though no other king before him had been so punished. 3 But
the shamefulness of the honours conferred upon Cleopatra gave most offence. And
he heightened the scandal by acknowledging his two children by her, and called one
Alexander and the other Cleopatra, with the surname for the first of Sun, and for the
other of Moon. However, since he was an adept at putting a good face upon
shameful deeds, he used to say that the greatness of the Roman empire was made
manifest, not by what the Romans received, but by what they bestowed; and that
noble families were extended by the successive begettings of many kings. 4 In this
way, at any rate, he said, his own progenitor was begotten by Heracles, who did not
confine his succession to a single womb, nor stand in awe of laws like Solon's for the
regulation of conception, but gave free course to nature, and left behind him the
beginnings and foundations of many families.
*

*

*

54 1 As for Octavia, she was thought to have been treated with scorn, and when she
came back from Athens Caesar ordered her to dwell in her own house. But she
refused to leave the house of her husband, nay, she even entreated Caesar himself,
unless on other grounds he had determined to make war upon Antony, to ignore
Antony's treatment of her, since it was an infamous thing even to have it said that
the two greatest imperators in the world plunged the Romans into civil war, the one
out of passion for, and the other out of resentment in behalf of, a woman. 2 These
were her words, and she confirmed them by her deeds. For she dwelt in her
husband's house, just as if he were at home, and she cared for his children, not only
those whom she herself, but also those whom Fulvia had borne him, in a noble and
magnificent manner; she also received such friends of Antony as were sent to Rome
in quest of office or on business, and helped them to obtain from Caesar what they
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wanted. Without meaning it, however, she was damaging Antony by this conduct of
hers; for he was hated for wronging such a woman. 3 He was hated, too, for the
distribution which he made to his children in Alexandria; it was seen to be theatrical
and arrogant, and to evince hatred of Rome. For after filling the gymnasium with a
throng and placing on a tribunal of silver two thrones of gold, one for himself and
the other for Cleopatra, and other lower thrones for his sons, 4 in the first place he
declared Cleopatra Queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Libya, and Coele Syria, and she was to
share her throne with Caesarion. Caesarion was believed to be a son of the former
Caesar, by whom Cleopatra was left pregnant. In the second place, he proclaimed
his own sons by Cleopatra Kings of Kings, and to Alexander he allotted Armenia,
Media and Parthia (when he should have subdued it), to Ptolemy Phoenicia, Syria,
and Cilicia. 5 At the same time he also produced his sons, Alexander arrayed in
Median garb, which included a tiara and upright head-dress, Ptolemy in boots, short
cloak, and broad-brimmed hat surmounted by a diadem. For the latter was the dress
of the kings who followed Alexander, the former that of Medes and
Armenians. 6 And when the boys had embraced their parents, one was given a
bodyguard of Armenians, the other of Macedonians. Cleopatra, indeed, both then
and at other times when she appeared in public, assumed a robe sacred to Isis, and
was addressed as the New Isis.

